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WAFL, a congress to better assess animal welfare 
 
The research unit UMR1213 Herbivores organized the WAFL2014 conference dedicated to the evaluation of the welfare of animals. 
350 people, from 37 countries of all continents and belonging to various structures (research, industry, animal welfare, 
departments...) attended the conference. In addition to its purely academic impact, the WAFL provides scientific arguments in the 
debate around animal welfare between economic actors, animal protection groups, and citizens. 
 

The fulfilment of animal welfare, whether on farms, at slaughter or in laboratories corresponds 
to an important concern from citizens and consumers, and a major challenge for legislators as 
well as industry. To improve the welfare of animals, one must be able to evaluate it 
accurately. This requires reliable indicators that can easily be applied in practical conditions. 
 
WAFL (Welfare at Farm Level Assessment) is an international scientific conference on the 
assessment of animal welfare in farms, at slaughter, in laboratories ... It addresses issues 
such as indicators of well-being and methods for their analysis, the automation of measures, 
the implementation of the assessment of animal welfare in practical conditions and its cost-
benefit analysis, training evaluators, epidemiological studies of animal welfare, ethical and 
societal aspects, methods to consult experts, science-society dialogue... 
WAFL was organized in 2014 by UMR1213 Herbivores. More than 40 oral presentations were 
given and 180 posters were displayed. Nearly 350 people from 37 countries and from all 
continents attended the conference. The participants came from a variety of structures: 
academic research, research and development institutes, industry, animal welfare 
organizations, ministries or other national or international institutions ... Simultaneous 
translation in French facilitated the participation of a French non-scientific public. The diversity 
of participants provides a good opportunity to exchange views and expertise. 
The conference helped disseminate the French studies on animal welfare. It was echoed in 
several media for the general public and professionals, thus contributing to the image of INRA 
to diverse audiences. 
The feedback from participants on WAFL2014 was very positive both for its scientific content, 
the good organization, and the friendly atmosphere. 
 
WAFL2014 stimulated the dissemination of the scientific knowledge on animal welfare 
assessment to various publics. This helps provide scientific arguments in the debate on 
animal welfare between economic actors, animal protection groups, and citizens, for a better 
dialogue between science and society. WAFL2014 also facilitated exchanges between 
scientists, which are essential to prepare for future research challenges. 

 
 
Publication/patent  
The proceedings of WAFL2014, oral communications and poster presentations are available on https://colloque6.inra.fr/wafl2014 
 
Contact : Veissier Isabelle, isabelle.veissier@clermont.inra.fr, UMR1213 Herbivores, F-63122 Saint-Genès-Champanelle, France.  
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